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What is 
“Enlightenment”？

Today, we’re 
going hiking.

①

②

③
④⑤

I brought 
a cake.  

Let’s eat it 
together 

later.

It’s really 
delicious!You 
won’t find it in 

a sweets 
shop.

We were 
told to bring 
some snacks 
worth about 

$5.

Do bananas 
count as 
snacks?
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I brought 
sushi.

Enough 
with the 
raw 
food.

There’s 
tuna and 
salmon, I 

can’t stop!!

Teacher, 
why are 
we suddenly 
going 
mountain 
climbing?

⑩ ⑪

⑫ ⑬

⑭

Well, we 
didn’t come 
here to 

You see, 
last time we 
learnt about 

“enlightenment”.

Put simply, 
if you say 

“enlightenment,” 
there are 52 
levels from 

bottom 
to top.

It’s called 
“The 52 
levels of 
Enlightenment”.

That’s 
right.
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Each level of 
enlightenment 
has its own 
name.

For example, 
level 10 is 
called the 
Tenth Faith, 
and level 20 
is the Tenth 
Dwelling.

We also learnt 
that the 52nd level 
is the highest level 
and is called the 
Enlightenment 
of a Buddha.

Right. There is no level 
above this so it’s 
called “Supreme 
Enlightenment”.

Huh 
...

This exquisite 
enlightenment 
is also called 

Perfect 
Enlightenment.
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In the Amida Sutra, 
the Sanskrit words 

“anuttara-samyak-sam-
bodhi” appear 
and mean the 
Enlightenment 
of a Buddha.

Then 
what 

about the 
51st 

level?

Ah, 
yes.

Just 
...... one 
... more 
step.

The 51st level 
is only one level 

from the 
Enlightenment of 
a Buddha and it’s 
virtually equal, so 

it’s called 
Equivalent 

Enlightenment.

But what exactly 
does it mean to 
be “enlightened”?

Generally,
 the word 

“enlightenment” 
is used to mean 
that you clearly 

understand 
something, you 
feel something, 

or sensed 
something.

That’s an 
important 
point!
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Like 
realising an 
imminent 
danger.

Or like 
realising 
wasted 
effort.

That’s the 
name of a 
philosopher.

Or Jean-
Paul 

Satoru.

The universe 
is infinitely 
wide.

But 
“enlightenment” 

in Buddhism 
means to 

understand 
The Universal 

Truth.

Yes.
The 
Truth?

To become 
enlightened 
is likened 
to mountain 
climbing.

Um, 
about 
the 2nd 
level, 
right?

I wonder 
what 
level 

we’re at 
now ...



6
41

42

43

44

Then from 
the 3rd and 4th 
levels, the more 
your climb, the 
more you can 

see.

From the 
2nd level, 
you can’t 
see the 

surrounding 
scenery at 

all.  

Yes, I can see 
a lot more of 
the scenery 
now.

Just a little 
further to the 
summit.

Then 
finally you 
reach the 

summit. You can 
see out over 
everything.

I still can’t 
see anything.

At the 
summit!
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Wow, it’s 
beautiful!

Similarly, only 
those who achieve 
the supreme level 
of enlightenment, 
Buddhahood, are 
able to attain the 
universal truth. 

At the summit, 
for the first time 

you become able 
to see a 360° 

view in all 
directions.

I see 
...

But, who 
has come 
to attain the 
universal 
truth?

Up to now, on the 
earth there has only 

been one person 
who has attained 
the enlightenment 

of a Buddha 
and that was 

Sakyamuni Buddha.

48
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I see, I see.

What is today called 
“Buddhism” is the teaching 
of Buddha as conveyed in 

India about 2600 years ago 
by Sakyamuni who attained 

the enlightenment of a 
Buddha at age 35 

until his death 
at age 80.

I see.  

Well, that’s 
not correct.

Isn’t there 

Huh ... only 
Sakyamuni 
Buddha!? Yes.  

Therefore it is 
said, “there was, 

and will be no 
Buddha before or 
after Sakyamuni 

Buddha.” 

someone who 
claims to be a 

reincarnation of 
Sakyamuni 
Buddha or a 

living Buddha?
So, what 

Sakyamuni 
Buddha taught 

was the 
teaching of 
Buddha and 

it’s called 
Buddhism.

That’s 
right.
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But, what 
exactly is the 

Universal 
Truth?

Of course 
that’s what 
we want to 
know next.

Or various 
others such as 
the scientific 
truth “water 
always flows 
from a height”.

When we hear 
“truth”, there’s 
the mathemati-

cal truth of 
1+1=2, for 
example.

Oh, an 
apple 

Raw things 
do go bad 
when you 
carry them 

around 
under the 
hot sun.

Without 
doubt 
that’s also 
a truth.

Haha-
ha.

The 
earth 
has 
gravity.

It’s also a 
truth.
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But, “truth” 
in Buddhism is 
the truth that all 

people can 
become truly 

happy.

I want 
to be 
happy.

True
happiness!?

Yes, we all 
live seeking 
happiness.

What does 
Buddhism 
teach about 
“happiness”?

Let’s learn 
about that 
next time.

At the 
summit?

So ... let’s cut 
the cake now.


