The Story of

MASTER
RENNYO




| Honpuku-p (Zen Buddhlst temple)
~ . Katata, in Oumi Province !

He still
has a
terrible %

Going
out for
alms in
this kind of

rain is not §




The Story of |
Master |




-1'nmdk£:f

It's a bit
unkind
to leave
a sick
person







would you
tell me
why you
called me







Hav
a

llittle

more

e

@

What
happened?
You were
groaning
badly while
sleeping.

Mother,
| had a
mysterious




Those two
venerable
men must
have been
Master
Honen and
Master
Shinran.

Your
grandfather
was running
a dye shop.

As a
Qh’ matter of
is .
that fact, this
" temple used
SO to belong to

- One day, Master
} Kakunyo of

- Honganiji visited

. Katata and held

¥ a sermon.




10 Master Kakunyo

clarified the path
to attain true

happiness, which
is the reason why
we have to live out
this life that’s full
of suffering and
agony.

which everyone
will be equally
ved by the Vov
of Amida.

Master
Shinran who
= 3 elucidated
- true Buddhism, 5
risking his
life to
do so.

Master Kakunyo
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Your
grandfather,
having become

aware of the
- truth, immediately
quit his business,
remodeling his
house into a

1]

So
that
was the
beginning of

-

lecture hall.

I've
been
feeling
sorry
about it

ever
‘ane.

However,
your
father
converted
it into Zen
Buddhism.

@‘

Though
we met
with true
Buddhism, we

abandoned it

- and kept
our distance
from it.

How foolish

we are!
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;" This
must have -
been what -
Master
Shinran
was telling
you in your
dream.

Once you
recover
from your
illness, visit
Honganiji in }:
Kyoto .... /:

to
Pure Land
Buddhism
once
again.




-| | Kanagamori

Dosai,

&)
do you want
to come visit

| Hey,

| thought
you belonged
-} toZen
: Buddhism?
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temples
are so

| too many/

eﬁdm

Honganiji
must be
lively with
a lot of
visitors.

No doth
about it
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It's

located




Eh?

It looks @

smaller than

I-is this
Honganiji?
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There
are no
visitors
.1

PN
< Oh! S
=
\ y
i
§/
j (A
il
L

(i

'm
justa ~
housemaid

from

Katata in
Oumi

province.




wanted to
listen to
Master
Shinran’s
4 teachings.

| don’t
know
much
about it,

haven’t

19
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HOJu]waS sb dlsappplnted
that he left Honganp for.. !

However, they needed a little more than
" 30 years to meet with Master Rennyo.

_On February 15, 1415,
‘Master Rennyo was born.

-
Z




I

ikelalBlazing:Field§

Part 2, Parting from His Mother [

Honganji temple
in Kyoto

by v, T, SNy e UM,
¥ childhood name
4 "‘ | s
was Hoteimaru,
LN R

,
M




Hoteimarux,
what are you

: ,. By the way,

@ wouldn’t you

like to come

"\ have a good

=\ view of the

whole town
f.K

Mother.

I'wonder
hat lies
across
that
mountain.




o to share
the tgzachings
—~.of Master
Hc{eimaru, L @ )
you might
have a
chance to

visit there
before too
%‘




o ()
Ah

Dear,

welcome Father!
& £

- I'see you're
~ bothering |
your mother
4 again by

being
naughty.
S gnty




swon’t grant us
an official
marriage,
you’re forced

25
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@

D
Not at all. 'm

///alljbwed to stay I'm deeply
here thanks to grateful.

Hthe guidance of
Amida Buddha
5 and Master

< Shinran.

parents and
relatives are

about the
ormalities?]

Sooner or
later, they will

tell me to
take a legal
v‘vife from an
appropriate
family...




you know,
as soon as
you take

Ha ha hz'a,
is that so?

()

| wish, in

| guess the same
he can’t fp— way, he

stay |[@ would not
St|” . On'y go
around

Kyoto.. ]




= : but also travel all
2 - over Japan to share
the teachings of

Master Shinran.




You are
a man,
right? |..
Hold it |...
tight.

firewood
is heavier

29



The time hés
come, | guess.




" e

| '_Master__ Zonny(_) is

. now going to &
%take a legal wife 3

She is the daughter
-~ of Mr.Ebina, one of
the maglstrates of

the shogunate,

31

e

At this time,
Master Rennyo

But that means
Hoeteimaru would
always be

»peaple treat me .—remembered as

for not having a
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succeed tfne'.-i :._ 5
head priest-ofa®
Honganj,i(sc_hool.»

LR

But as
longas >
I’'m here,

he wouldn;t

make it.

f‘
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Are we
going to visit
spmewhere
with these
\ splendid

clothes on?

We're
not goigg
anywpere.

Good boy,
keep still.
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)

This woman
asked me to

? \k‘“\\fdraw a portrait

of her son.
It's a rare

| wonder
what the
reason is.

I just want to

keep this as a
memento ...

What an
elegant
figure!




4
e
Listen. You Make sure
) We:re born as you carry out
the first son yoﬂjr mission of
of the head ) conveylng true
priest of Buddhlsm
Honganji masterfully
\school/ K
N
|
In later years, Master
Rennyo tracked down
this painter, who had
a copy of the picture
that Master Rennyo’s
mother had requested
to be drawn.
. To this date, this
. picture has been
~ passed down as
' “Kanokono-goei,”
_the portrait |
.- (of Master Rennyo)

with Kanoko
- clothes on.

35
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Mother...
Hoteimaru..

il
4 ‘h";\",' "‘.h'




.ﬁ\\ T
D

When you grow
up, be sure to
share the
teachings of

37






Where is
Mother?
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What are
you do-
ing stay-
ing up so
late?

Oh, dear,
you're wast-
ing the oil.
Put it out

now.

I’'m sorry,
Mother.

No, you may
) not. | believe
.44  you under-

@] stand well how
1 poor this Hon-
ganji temple is.

\“\ But please,
' I'm almost
done. Let me

finish tran-
scribing only

Oil is not
something



st

But you
should not
hinder Rennyo
from being
exposed to thes

words of Master "

Shmran

\about our

\ousehold

Udget@




\W- well, then
you might as
well use the
charcoal
from the

Thank
you,
Mother.

-Regarding th"é'
s commentary1
on “the True




scripture of Pure
Land Buddhism,
Teaching, Practice,
Faith, Enlighten-
ment, is what Mas-
ter Shinran kept on /-
hand until the end/.
and repeatedly,
edited.




As for me,
whenever |
open Teaching,
Practice, Faith,
Enlightenment:

in the original
handwriting of;
Master Shinran,

| unerring precision

of Buddhism with

and in an easy
manner for people
to understandi?

'/You should
perform this
; % mission well

.enough as this

=Eel__is an obligation
of whoever
was born
nythis temple.
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older than:
{you, sojus’g
:\ call me big
brother!

. By th :
O e

| ~you're bury-




come tlhe
samurai.




Even if
fyou are in
poverty, you
[ should be
grateful for
being alive

and to cheerf%uy
cross the sea that{is)

However,
Sakyamuni
taught that “Life
is suffering,” and
Master Shinran
taught our life
is the sea of
ceaseless
suffering which
is difficult
to cross.

But we were not

born to suffer,

and we are not

living to suffer,
are we?

@)

| realize that

_—=Master Shinran
ﬂght the answer
///to this question

in Teaching,
Practice, Faith,
Enlightenment:

/
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Where can we

| think | must
share with as| ,
many people
as possible

Shinran...

that fills
Teaching,

Practice, Faith,
... \Enlightenment

and his
unswerving
conviction”]




| think
| need
to keep
learning
more
teachings
of Master
Shinran

It's easier

said than ddpne.
Putting it into
practice i

agree,
Rennyo.
Although
| cannot always
be close by,
but | always
support you.

51
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o

\W-who is

| was reading
a Buddhist
scripture
under the
moonlight.




Look, it's a
beautiful full
moon tonight.

| can read

Don’t
scare
me like




@)

That is

also the
wish of :
your true}
mother.

He has read
this until the
cover is torn ...

Listen Rennyo.
Be sure to convey the
teachings of Master
Shinran without adding
any of your own idea,
as if transferring a
bowl of water to
another bowl.







all over
Japan within
my lifetime.







Y Just waiting
for the visitors
to arrive at the
temple is too
-~"‘ passive. We need
M. to repay our debt
of gratitude to

| have to
share this
truth with
as many
_ ) X M | people as
PN 2%l | possible.




- Thinking
of Master
Shinran’s
\ainstaking
effort, this
is\nothing.

|, Rennyo,
have been
saved from the
crucial matter of
the afterlife by
Amida Buddha,
and have been
liberated from
eternal
darkness.




It would not be
enough if | wear

myself to bits
and work myself

to bones to
repay my debt
of gratitude.

Buddhas are
pushing me,
saying my activity
of repaying the
gratitude is not
enough at all.




Omn|

M

at

er ennyo got

[ Imarried to Nyoryo
" |at around 28.

H

E

b1

~
:

I’'m sorry
that | can'’t
offer you
sufficient
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No, you are
carrying out
an important

was granted
by Master
Shinran.

You don’t
need to
worry about

domestic
matters..

mission that |

| will
manage.

by reading sutras

@ | know that
I’d be able to
earn a livelihood

aloud at funerals
or memorial
services like
priests in other
sects.

ut that .
uId destroy
the teachings
Master

|

™3
~ fn .
j\
/

J



Shinran clearly \
jwrote in Teaching
{ Practice, Faith,

Enlightenment

that he is neither,
a priest nor a /
layperson.

I. Shinran, am not what
people call a priest, nor a
layzperson who is unable |
to teach the truth.

Areal priest
is a person

: F— Itis not a
teaches,Am|da T | business-
BUddha S_VOW, { minded priest

which is the - || who does
sole purpose nothing but

holding funerals
and memorial
services,
day in, day eut!

of Sakyamuni’s
birth in this

k world.

That’s why
Master Shinran
never dealt with
dead people

or performed
funeral or
memorial
services as is
usual for priests.
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| g Master

Shinran ,/
consistently

/who respect

I, Rennyo,

and admire
him, have no
choice but to
follow the
same path
as Master
Shinran,

conveyed

Amida Buddha’s
Vow alone, ,
 which guides [|And that’s

living people [|{what I've
to absolute |talways bege

happiness. | |telling yous

Please
don’t take

it too far.
I’'m worried

about your

health.




s

If I'continuously
. plant seeds of

truth, surely the
circle of truth
will expand.
Naturally we
will blessed in
our everyday
life too.

~ Are we
going to have
delicious
food,

- you'll be
able to fill
your belly

with delicious







If we compare-.
all the people
in Japan to {

Then those
who have
already
encountered

might be less
than the
water in a
small bowl.

| must
share the truth
that has been
revealed to

me.




W-what in
the world
is a priest

doing
wandering
about this

priests stay
at the temple,
wear scarlet
or purple
robes, read
sutras aloud,
and receive
money from
people.




No, I’'m not §
a priest.

Hm?
Now
that you
mention
it....

My work is to
convey to living
people the teaching
that saves everyone
into true happiness,
just as Sakyamuni
Buddha did.

\' But Buddhism
would not deal

with people

like us who
make living by
killing fish,
would it?

| heard

that only
those who @

enter a high
mountain and
do ascetic
practices can
be saved.
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That’s
the very

In the Larger
Sutra of Infinite
Life, it is written

that all people
are the target of
Amida Buddha’s

livelihood
is fishing
or...

salvation.
... hunting or
\ trading, or
Buddha’s Vow. people who
will save all eat meat and
people equally, \ get married.
even people
whose




@)

Well, come

| guess a
priest
must not
eat meat
or fish,
right?

But he’s
telling us
he’s not a

the fish,
too.




Master

Shinran, the
founder of

Pure Land Shin
Buddhism,
clarified the
‘essence of what
‘;3\ Sakyamuni
¥Buddha taught.

Ohh.
Is the Master Shinran
salvation in taught that any
Buddhism ] kind of person
such a clear i \ can be saved
fexperience? N into absolute
: =i/ - happiness
while still alive.




&

Amida
Buddha, taking
pity on us who
are trapped in
the cycle of
suffering, made
a Vow in which
he pledged
...remove our to...
suffering, not
only in this life
but also in the
life to come,
and grant us
supreme
happiness.

o

will be
saved
in this

ridiculous if

a person who
claims to be
liberated from
the cycle of
suffering doesn’t
know clearly

if he is saved

or not?




When an
intense pain
that causes

you to writhe
nd cry is cured
completely by
a medicine
that a good
doctor
prescribes,

)

will it be clear ¥

to you or not?

This question
is equally

I you are

saved, it
will be
clear to




I'm
Rennyo
from
Honganiji.

Honganiji?
You mean
that desolate
%, temple?

Oh, do
you know

Honganji? &

| once
visited it
almost 30
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Master
Rennyo,

I’m Dosai.
| live in

Would you
please tell
me more
about the
teachings
of Master
Shinran?

Of course.
Now,
please
listen

ycarefully...

To be continued




ike a Blazing Field

Part 5

NN
| Katata in Ohmi province

Katatain Ohmi province }-7

\\\\ &
3 \ Hoju!
E N\ Are
| \ you
N o there,

The story so far: 40 years ago, when Dosai of Kanagamori saw the dilapidation of Hongan-ii,
disappointment overcame him. But he later made a fateful encounter with Master Rennyo when
young Rennyo was preaching on the shore of Lake Biwa.



That’s why
| told you.
Here, have

You're not
as young as
you used to
be. Running

\ so fast might

cause
trouble to
your body.

The thing

is, the
thing is, |
found it
after all!




/I've encoun-
tered the
true master
of Buddhism
that I've
been
searching

for

That’s right.
| met a monk
who conveys
the teach-
ings of Mas-
ter Shinran
so faithfully!

i

W-who
is that
person?

You mean
that run-
down temple
that | invited
you to visit
with me 40
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If they’re
going to
preach that
we can go to

P /. the Pure Land
J

A& - { ®after death by

« ./ 2\« reciting the

nembutsu,

I've heard
enough of

,The appear-
ance is a mat-
ter of no impor-
tance. What is
most crucial

‘ teaching,
®shouldn't it?,

Now it's I'll be

my turn to coming

g invite you. since you
8 Just come insist
and join but...’

I've asked
Master
Rennyo to
come and
give us a
lecture at

GRS
You'll find=-
out once)
you come
and hearl,|
bet you'll
be astons




\\ g\’.\

nagamori s
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| wonder if}
such a young:
monk can {:
give a lecture -

The purpose
of my coming

to Kanagam-
ori today is to
clarify the
teachings of
: Master
Master Shin- Shinran
always

said...




|, Shinran; do not
convey newly
created teachings.
It is solely the
teaching of
Sakyamuni Bud- .
dha that | believe
and spread.

[, Shinran, | just put
do not teach faitjhuisn Fhue
something teachings of
novel that Sakyamuni
has never 8 Buddha and
been taught Bconvey them to
before. people.

i\ 1aster Shinran’s
teachings are
none other than

Sakyamuni
Buddha.
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I’'ve nevr met!
such a person
pouring his
heart and soull
into a giving a
talk with so
much confi-
dence.

enthusi-
astic ser-
mon he

the Hymn of the True
Faith that “Shakyamuni
Buddha’s sole purpose
of coming to this world [
was to teach the
ocean-like Vow.*

y For what was

Shakyamuni ;
Buddha born in Master Shinran

1 this world and unequivocally
conveyed Bud- declared thatit § !
dhism? The - was solelyto §
\ reason was | clarify the Vow
. only one. of Amida

Buddha.



Amida
Buddha
pledged in
his Vow that
“ will save

: those who
;? believe in me
into absolute

A happiness.”

Of course
salvation does
-/ not occur after
death - so this is
what master
Shinran called
“Heizei-gojo”,
salvation in this
lifetime.

Amida

pledged that he
will turn your life
full of distress into
a life full of bright
light here and
now.

Dharmakara*
N established the
unsu rpassed and

ost.excellent Vows,
‘f@lthe great Vows,

As there is no
match for this

excellent mmeasurable in

Vow, Master ?C.,?ﬁ.e ﬁ?ﬁ dept?oi
: which the wor

t?]?slr]i:]a?h\éerte o ever known.

Hymn of the

True Faith.

395 / — .
The moment TN T
we are saved into

e
g absolute happiness r"' ———y
—~I just as is pledged \U //‘ ’\\ |

in Amida’s Vow is | [ R 7§2\

the time when we | [/ .. / \\\ .
attain Other-power | [ ™~ E g \
Faith and so 3
our faith has
been truly
settled.

"BAJIESIYPOQ B SEM

8y usym eyppng epily JO sweu ay ---

Co
n

eleyewleyq ,



- SN I'm amazed how

, - he gives a lecture
-Master Rennyo . referring to

~ just shows us 3 - Master Shinran’s
Master Shinran’s § g i teachings, word.
for word. g

You should -

listen to the true:
teachings of -
Buddhism that
Master Shinran-;
conveyed to us -
at the risk of his:
life.

" Ah, he is the
one who can
shed light on
- the teachings
of Master
Shinran.

I've finally
encountered
the true

\ master of
“Buddhism!!




. R
S

22
Ty e A 4
ﬂf&@‘}@

Master
Rennyo

Could you
please let us

| fully
understood
what you
feel.

However,

says, ‘I,
Sh‘inran, do not
have a single
disciple.”
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-/ Much less
someone
who is still
dependent
like me
' @ should afford
//Q’ to have a
L

vdisciple.

5 Please listen
carefully. Mas-
ter Shinran
always called
us as his “Fel-
low brothers,
Fellow Follow-

We are all
fortunate
Dharma

-

L]

<A
S

Please
heed the
Vow of
Amida
Buddha.




ongan-p temle in Kyto

89

NOrmous in
@@anagamori.

_ﬁ
hear he
has also
been invited
to a place in
Katada this
time.

Jayjowdals s,0Auuay Jaise|N  "ud,0AN,

Well, a lot
of people
gather for his

lectures
because he is
the first son

of the heir of,

Hongan-ji,
| guess.

But apparently,
Master Zonnyo is
happy about it.

trying to
_ take

Rennyo’s
side?
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Look, at
the end of

the day
he’s not a

son.A

=

7
You
nderstand?

My son,
- /Ohgen, is the
legitimate heir
dto the head of
Hongan-ji
temple.

You must ask
the relatives
of Hongan-ji and
all parties
concerned to
nominate Ohgen
for the next head &
of Hongan-ji
before it’s
too late.




Yes, {Father,
Rennyo. {did you
- call me?

- I hear you're|| Thank you,
7 making great|| Father, but |

g ﬁ\f:) achievements|have to reflect
Lo 7\ g nang)and improve 3
"‘-r
= )} Ohmi prov- myself to convey

the teachings of
Master Shinran
both correctly
and clearly.

ince.

| see.
That’s an
important
mindset.




92

yo

I've decided
to dispatch

Kanto region
to teach
Buddhism

u to the

left Kyoto and
by way of the
place of his
exile, Echigo,
went to the
Kanto region.

You too follow

of Master
Shinran and

share the true
teachings of
Buddhism.




ﬁ could

not ask
for
more.

Very well.
You're
supposed to
leave next
month. You
can start
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Yes, although -

Yy

my best to
complete
this

mission.

Oh, after
all you got
the order
togoto
Kanto and
teach
Buddhism
there.

B

) ;yabout it.

may prove
- [out a tough
journey,
: but you
.\ can do it.




...something
only the heir
of the head
of Hongan-ji
temple is
assigned to.

to teach
Buddhism
ip the Kanto
region is../

In short, it
means Master
Zonnyo showed
everyone in or
out of the temple
that the

next head

of Hongan-ji
temple is you.

yourself what
happened to
the Pure Land
Shin Buddhism

that Master
Shinran risked
his life to
clarify.

95



Then what

96

you should ...Yes, |
do will understand,
naturally ‘
become

w7 I’'m telling you,
}_ stop calling me
“uncle”! Call me
“big brother”

instead.

2
‘

" To be continued -




